
Pink shrimp
Penaeus duorarum
Camaron rosado norteno

Description
Range: The pink shrimp, a decapod crustacean of the family Penaeidae, is found in the 
western north Atlantic from lower Chesapeake Bay to south Florida and along the Gulf of 
Mexico coast. The highest concentrations of this species occur off the southwest Florida 
coast and on the Campeche Banks.

Habitat: This benthic invertebrate is plentiful in waters where the continental shelf is 
broad and shallow, from the shore to 65 meters, but rarely at greater depths. Adults are 
found on firm substrates of sand, shell sand, and coral. Juveniles are associated with 
seagrass beds, and shallow estuarine waters.

Feeding and Behavior: This omnivorous species feeds on detritus and algae, benthic 
polychaetes, molluscs, crustaceans and other invertebrates, and zooplankton. Pink 
shrimp burrow into the substrate during the day, feeding mainly at night or during the 
day if the weather is overcast or the water is turbid. Larvae feed upon planktonic
organisms found in the water column. Schooling by size is reported.

Reproduction: Spawning occurs offshore throughout the adult area. In the southern part 
of the Gulf, spawning occurs year-round, peaking from spring to fall. In the northern part 
of the Gulf, summer is the most active spawning season. Juveniles remain in shallow 
waters of seagrass beds and estuaries for 2 to 6 months until mature enough to move to 
deeper Gulf waters. Nursery areas in the southern Gulf are active year-round while 
those in the northern Gulf are occupied in the summer and fall.

Movement: In addition to life cycle movements, pink shrimp may move to deeper 
waters in the fall and winter.

Fisheries: Commercial fishing areas for pink shrimp are located off the west coast of 
Florida and the Mexican shelf between Laguna de Terminos and Campeche.
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